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Searching for Buried Treasure with   
 

OREGON TRUFFLE FESTIVAL
at the

Truffl e Dogs
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Mia, a 10 year old Labradoodle “truffl e dog” bounds ahead 
of us into the forest, nose to the ground, madly sniffi ng as her 
head swings back and forth like a bobble head. Her owner, 
Kristi Anderson from Eugene, Ore. follows closely behind as 
our group of newbie truffl e hunters do our best to keep up. 
Mia stops, sniffs and gently paws at a spot of earth. Anderson 
carefully puts her hand spade into the earth, gently pushes the 
earth aside and discovers buried treasure. It’s an Oregon white 
truffl e – a mushroom, not the chocolate kind – that’s about the 
size of a large grape. Our enthusiastic group gathers around to 
see our fi rst wild truffl e. Frankly, it doesn’t look like much. It’s 
off-white, rather misshaped and covered in dirt—a truffl e won’t 
win any beauty prizes, yet in terms of taste, this natural edible 
delicacy packs a fl avour wallop, earning wild truffl es the Miss 
America title of the culinary world. 

Truffl e hunting with trained dogs and their owners is part of 
a rare, one-of-a-kind experience at The Oregon Truffl e Festival 
in Oregon’s famed Willamette Valley in wine country. It is one 
of the premier food festivals in North America, voted as one of 
the Top 10 Best Specialty Food Festivals by USA Today.  

The Truffl e Festival happens annually in late January, 
headquartered at the beautiful, and dog-friendly, Hilton 
Eugene. More than 2,000 people fl ock to the event each year—
truffl e dog owners, truffl e entrepreneurs, chefs and foodies, 
and those who want to experience what it is like to go hunting 
for truffl es with trained truffl e dogs. 

Truffl es are subterranean fungi that grow in the wild as 
small tubers on the root systems of trees. They are found in 
Europe and many countries around the globe. There are several 
species, but the Pacifi c Northwest is known for the Oregon white 
and black truffl es. They are mostly found beneath Douglas fi r 
trees in this region, but can also be grown commercially by 
inoculating the root system of trees with truffl e spores. ››  
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